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powerful spiritual force, he was also a great 
sports historian.’’ Our close friend, Dr. Dorsey 
Miller, will always remember that, ‘‘Dr. Mack 
King Carter was a beacon of light in a sea of 
despair for those who sought hope, love, truth, 
and knowledge. He was the ultimate preacher, 
teacher, and practitioner of God’s holy word.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, one of Dr. Carter’s favorite 
words was ‘‘delicious.’’ Without a doubt, our 
lives have been deliciously enhanced because 
of the profound Christian teachings of a son of 
Ocala, Florida. For almost 50 years, he dedi-
cated his life to spiritual and community serv-
ice, sharing his wisdom and love for teaching 
with countless others. While Dr. Mack King 
Carter will be dearly missed, his wife, Pat, and 
the family know that heaven has been ‘‘deli-
ciously’’ improved. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF CURTI FAM-
ILY INC., CURTIMADE DAIRY INC. 
& CURTI TERRA INC. 

HON. DAVID G. VALADAO 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 3, 2013 

Mr. VALADAO. Mr. Speaker, I, along with 
my colleague Representative DEVIN G. NUNES, 
rise today to honor the Curti family, cele-
brating their 100 year anniversary as an inte-
gral part of the dairy and farming industry in 
the Central Valley of California. 

Miro Curti emigrated from Italy and began 
dairying in 1910. In 1913, Miro and his wife 
Domenica moved their 32-cow dairy operation 
to Waukena, California. 

Miro played an important role in the local 
dairy industry and was a valued member of 
the local community. He was a director of 
Dairyman’s Cooperative Creamery Associa-
tion, a trustee of Waukena grade school, an 
active member of the Sons of Italy, and in 
1969, he was named the first ‘‘Farmer of the 
Year’’ for the Tulare District. 

In 1975, Miro and Domenica passed away, 
leaving Curti Farms to be managed by their 
three sons, Amelio, Italo, and Leo. The three 
sons continued to grow the business and 
eventually Curtmaid Holsteins gained a rep-
utation across the nation for their superior 
herd genetics. They mastered on farm embryo 
transfers and began exporting cattle inter-
nationally to Saudi Arabia, Korea, Taiwan, and 
Japan. The family was again recognized for 
their contribution to the local agriculture com-
munity when, in 1984, Amelio was honored 
with Tulare’s ‘‘Farmer of the Year’’ award. 

As the Curti family dairy continued to suc-
ceed, they were able to start a second dairy 
in 1988 and a third in 2002. The third dairy 
consists of over 500 Jersey milk cows. The 
third generation of Curti’s are carrying on the 
family tradition of dairying and farming. Today 
the Curti family dairies consist of Curtimade 
Dairy, owned by Ben Curti, Curti Family, Inc., 
owned by Phillip Curti, and Curti Terra Inc., 
owned by Ken Curti. In 2005 Ben, Phillip, Ken, 
and Jeff Curti were honored with Tulare’s 
‘‘Farmer of the Year.’’ 

Today, the Curti family dairy operations con-
sist of a mixed Holstein and Jersey herd along 
with the farming of alfalfa, corn, and wheat at 
Curtimade Dairy, Inc., a second mixed Hol-
stein and Jersey herd at Curti Family Inc., 
along with farming alfalfa, corn, and wheat. In 

addition to their dairy facilities they have a 
third diversified farming operation of pis-
tachios, wheat, cotton, alfalfa, and beans at 
Curti Terra Inc. 

Mr. Speaker, it is with great pride that Mr. 
NUNES and I recognize the Curti family for 
their extraordinary impact on the farming in-
dustry in Central California and congratulate 
them on a century of successful business and 
farming. 
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HOUSE REPUBLICANS PASS IRRE-
SPONSIBLE, PIECEMEAL STRAT-
EGY TO COVER UP THEIR RECK-
LESS GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN 

HON. CORRINE BROWN 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 3, 2013 

Ms. BROWN of Florida. Mr. Speaker, today 
on the House floor, instead of putting an end 
to the damaging Republican Government 
Shutdown by passing a clean funding com-
promise passed by the Senate, the House Re-
publican leadership has chosen to take a dif-
ferent path to vote on more political ploys. 
They are doing this by continuing to offer mini- 
versions of appropriations bills in a cynical ef-
fort to give themselves political cover for caus-
ing this shutdown in the first place. 

These bills are political gimmicks, not a re-
sponsible approach to governing. Republicans 
have shut down the government and are dam-
aging our economy and the middle class. And 
today the House is considering the following 
five GOP piecemeal bills, which only fund se-
lected pieces of the government—National In-
stitutes of Health, local funds for the DC, the 
National Parks, certain funding for Reserve/ 
Guard, and part of the VA. 

Like my colleagues in the Democratic Cau-
cus, I wholeheartedly support veterans, our 
National Guard and Reserve, the District of 
Columbia, important medical research and our 
national parks. However, these bills leave out 
many of the crucial services relied on by the 
American people such as Head Start pro-
grams, veterans’ cemeteries, small business 
loans, education for our children to equipping 
and training our troops to building housing for 
military families to getting decisions on vet-
erans disability claims, among many others. 

Instead of opening up a few government 
functions, the House of Representatives 
should re-open the entire government. The 
harmful impacts of a shutdown extend across 
government, affecting services that are critical 
to small businesses, women, children, seniors, 
and others across the Nation. 

The American people have seen enough, 
and the time has come for Republicans to 
abandon their reckless and irresponsible 
agenda and join Democrats to honor Amer-
ica’s commitments to provide vital services our 
citizens pay for with their hard earned tax dol-
lars. I urge Speaker BOEHNER, Leader CAN-
TOR, and the Republican Party to end its shut-
down by working with Democrats to pass a 
clean funding bill and end this charade imme-
diately. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. DANIEL WEBSTER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 3, 2013 

Mr. WEBSTER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, on 
rollcall No. 485, had I been present, I would 
have voted ‘‘yes.’’ 
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HONORING WARREN HAMILTON 
WIDENER 

HON. BARBARA LEE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 3, 2013 

Ms. LEE of California. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the exceptional life of Mr. War-
ren Hamilton Widener. Mr. Widener was an 
accomplished community activist, serviceman 
and humanitarian whose trailblazing work and 
strong commitment to social justice touched 
countless lives. As the first African-American 
mayor of Berkeley, Mr. Widener has left an in-
delible mark on the entire Bay Area commu-
nity. With his passing on June 25, 2013, we 
look to Warren Widener’s public legacy and 
the outstanding quality of his life’s work. 

Warren Widener was born on March 25, 
1938 in Oroville, CA, in the Sacramento Val-
ley. As a young man, he served his country as 
a Captain in the U.S. Air Force, and he served 
his church leading the Methodist Youth Fel-
lowship with his wife, Mary, at Downs Memo-
rial United Methodist Church. Warren received 
his Juris Doctorate from Boalt Hall, School of 
Law. He worked as a lawyer and as President 
of the Urban Housing Institute before begin-
ning his groundbreaking political career with 
his election to the Berkeley City Council in 
1969 and his historic two-term election as the 
first black mayor of Berkeley, California, in 
1971. 

As stated in the October 1971 edition of 
Ebony Magazine’s article on Warren’s historic 
election, The Guard Changes in Berkeley, 
‘‘Widener . . . was a somewhat shy man . . . 
Somewhat enigmatic, Widener was, if there 
was such, a cautious radical, a man who ac-
cording to one of his colleagues on the coun-
cil, ’is really more of a liberal in that he seems 
temperamentally capable of lobbying and stay-
ing cool and working patiently with political op-
ponents’ . . . ’’ 

After his last term as mayor, Warren would 
again return to public service with his election 
to the fifth district of the Alameda County 
Board of Supervisors in 1988, succeeding 
John George, the first African-American super-
visor for Alameda County. 

A modern day renaissance man, in addition 
to his political career, Mr. Widener also had an 
appreciation and respect for the arts commu-
nity and served as President of the Berkeley 
Repertory Theater Board from 1985 until 
1986. 

On a personal note, I met him when I was 
a student during the early 70s; I admired and 
respected Warren’s quiet strength, his bold 
leadership, and his commitment to our com-
munity. Warren Widener was a good friend 
and longtime supporter. 

He was a man for all seasons who lived life 
to its fullest and made this a better world. As 
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